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MUST BOOKS 


June 11 


Wells, H.G. STAR-~BEGOTTEN Viking 


Wells seems obsessed with a presentiment of imminent change in the human 
race. First, in The Croquet Player he intimates that we are driven by the subcon- 
scious survival of our primitive past, which will eventually dominate the veneer of 
our present. Now in Star—Begotten he suggests that the deviation from the normal is 
caused by the concerted attack of the Martians, an older and stronger race, to sub- 
due the normal man and create a race of truly sane thinkers who will abolish war and 
the contest for material gain, Beyond this analogy, the resemblance between the books 
ceases. Star-Begotten is distinctly less good reading. The story is told almost 
wholly through dialogue, and not particularly stimulating or interesting dialogue at 
that. The story— an ephemeral one- carries little conviction. Even his own theory 
more or less evaporates as he goes to the end, where two people solve their mutual 
distrust by deciding that they are both "star-begotten" and superior beings... The 
Wells' name, given new impetus by the audience intrigued by The Croquet Player's 
subtle creation of atmosphere of horror, is good for a substantial sale. Eeyond that, 


one questions the holding power of this book. $1. 75 
June 25 

Lawrence, A.W. ed. T.E. LAWRENCE BY HIS FRIENDS Doubleday, Doran 

had A really extraordinary book, which the tremendous appeal of Seven Pillars 


of Wisdom would seem to assure a wide market. For here is Lawrence from every con- 


ceivable angle, giving substance to "the Lawrence legend" through the words of those 
who knew him at all times and in @ll phases of that most extraordinary life of our 
times. A.W. Lawrence, the brother twelve years his junior, has brought together 
tributes that are more than paeans of praise, personal slants on Lawrence the boy, 
the student, the scholar, the comrade, the archeologist, the adventurer, the soldier, 
the scientist, the leader of men, the writer, the recluse; Lawrence the son and ‘ 
brother; Lawrence the genius and the simple man, the contradiction of temperament in 
conflict. Many myths are destroyed- many veiled hints of criticism scotched— anec- 
dotes denied and others given reality. The sum totsl is an extraordinarily rounded 
picture, with an extraordinary degree of homogeniety, which makes it absorbing read- 
ing. Men and a few women, names known in many facets of public life, combine to make 
this as great a tribute to one man as could be well conceived. Lawrence books have 
an unflagging appeal. This deserves the cream of that market. $4.00 


A Note on Summer Forecasts 


This period in May is scarcely a fair indication of Summer offerings, which at first 
glance seem pretty slight. No outstanding and obvious sure bets-— one or two dark 
horses:- Duet in Discord by Elizabeth Garner (Knopf) and To Walk The Night by William 
Sloane (Farrar & Rinehart). A good assortment of hammock reading. See index note 
regarding choice of indexing these titles. 
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A DISCOVERY 


July 12 


Garner, Pa&izabeth DUET IN DISCORD Knopf 


In the form of a letter-diary a woman tells the story of a tragic and 
briefly savored passion - a love story of a woman of over forty and a youth in his 
middle twenties. Exquisitely done - a swiftly etched tragedy, foredoomed, inevi- 
table, against a breathlessly lovely background of an island off the coast of 
Caudeloupe. A searching and poignant reflection of a woman's heart and mind, it 
reads like a bit of autobiosraphy - but as such could scarcely have been written 
with such objectivity and clarity of vision... Have it read by a staff member - 
it isn't for everyone. But for those who liked Mina Curtiss' In The Midst of Life, 
here is something more rarely lovely. Your ultra-conservatives wont like it. 


$2.00 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
June 18 
Hauck, Louise Platt ONE IS BELOVED Penn 


The story of the eternal struggle between a woman's secret desire for glam- 

our and tinsel and sheer romance and her belated appreciation of the stability of 

the dumestic scene. Sue is precipitated into marriage with a man she does not love 
by her brother's marriage to a gold-digger. Between them, the two women launch a 
game of puss-in-the corner, but a business crash brings Sue's better nature to the 
fore, and she stays by the matrimcnial bark, only to be rewarded by discovering that 
it is thoroughly seaworthy. Fair-tvu-middling light love fiction for summer hammock 
reading and rental libraries. $2.00 


June 24 oil 


Sloane, William TO WALK THE NIGHT Farrar & Rinehart 


* A supernatural story that is neither sensational nor lurid, of an intelli- 
gence that borrowed human form and brought tragedy in its wake during two years on 
earth. Jerry marries a woman with no past and the discovery of her origin brings him 
to the verge of suicide. His closest friend discovers the tragedy, and with Jerry's 
father succeeds in securing her promise to return to that other sphere. It is an im- 
possible story to convey in a few lines- it is well told, the interest is sustained, 
the unreality related skilfully to normal events. A good bet for those who like 
Poe's work. Has something of the eerie quality of Wells' The Croquet Player. A 
first novel- the man bears watching. $2.50 


June 29 





Duffus, R.L. NIGHT BETWEEN THE RIVERS Macmillan 


Granted the hurdle of a somewhat artificial and unconvincing form, this 
still emerges as a bock with something to say and an interesting way of Saying it. 
The futility of approaching betterment of the lower classes by bloudshed— the sense~ 
lessness of sacrifice to a shortlived cause - the blind hysterical panic of mob 
riot$- civilization- the machine age and its evils- romance - a potpourri of many 
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elements in an exciting story of twenty four hours during a New York City general 
workers' strike. The scene is the apartment of a woman who is giving a cocktail 
party and the story follows the strands of the lives of her guests, caught in the 
Strike tie-up, background for the drama of her new-found love for "the last roman— 
tic", a stranger guest, a poet who feels he must make his last romantic gesture in 
defense of the workers. It doesn't quite come off- but it is worth more attention 


than the average novel which has better craftsmanship and less to say. $2.50 
July 1 
Roberts, Cecil VICTORIA 4.30 Macmillan 


The Arlberg-Orient Express from Victoria station is the setting for a 
cross sectioning of the travelers - novels in brief in a Grand Hotel framework. A 
readable tale, good for conservative tastes, and a better book than his last. The 
casual crossing of unrelated paths and the answers tc their problems at the journey's 
end link a honeymoon couple, a musician, a Greek waiter, a ycung king, a novelist, a 
once famous German film star, an Englishwoman who is Mother Superior of 2 Roumanian 
convent, 3a bachelor cutting home ties, a Turkish tobacco merchant, an English doctor 
and a penniless Russian nobleman. There is a Roberts' market - this should widen it. 
$2.50 


July 2 
Fergusson, Harvey THE LIFE OF RILEY Knopf 


The pattern of a man's life and the women in it. The primary purpose is 
the tracing of the psychological and philosophical background of a man, investigat— 
ing the emotional and sexual patterns, following the related incidents of his life. 
Riley's background - a pool room and cigar store--cuts him off from the so-called 
respectable life of the community, and up to the war a youthful "affair" with one 
of the “nice” girls is his high romantic point. The war gives him - he feels - a 
new start; he proves himself a good fighter, he returns content to stay in the small 
town, but continued unfaithfulness breaks up his marriage and he drifts from woman 
to woman, each typifying a different phase of his maturity. In the last analysis, 
acknowledging himself a failure, he can still find none he considers a success. A 


man's book, primarily - and definitely not for the puritan audience. $2.00 
July ¢ ‘a 
Banner, Michael Q 39 Knopf 


Adventure tale and fun reading. Adventure over Europe in Oppenheim up- 
to-date style and tempo. World peace is threatened, when an airplane is stolen thus 
imperilinzg. some important military inventions, and by accident, an ace driver of 
racing cars is precipitated into the adventure and forced to join forces with a man 
he heartily dislikes to discover the secret plot. Plenty of adventure, no romance, 


some humor, a first rate time passer for better type rental libraries. $2.00 
July 9 
Savage, Valerie CARNIVAL ON QUICKSAND Doubleday, Doran 


Fairly lively and not too run-of-the-mill rental library material. The 
story of a young girl married to an irresponsible, erratic violinist, who is unsus- 
picious of the interpretation his wife may put on his innocent escapades. A gay 
tale, set in a villa in Italy - with a veneer of sophistication, some plush local 
color, nice dialogue etc. $2.00 
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July 14 


Whitman, Edmund S. GUILTY IN THE TROPICS Sheridan House 


A white man in the Caribbean is offered a chance to escape after killing 
a native but prefers to stand trial. Through the experience he enters the life of 
the local soldiery and inhabitants and learns something of tolerance and human kind— 
liness. But when the showdown comes, he finds he has not changed materially. Over- 
written and only fairish. $2.50 


July 16 
Mosley, Leonard C. NO MORE REMAINS Doubleday, Doran 


I think Mosley is doing as unpleasant stories as are being written to- 
day, but he handles his themes so well that he cannot be ignored. Here is a story 
of a girl whose face has been virtually destroyed at the age of twelve and who at 
twenty two has the gift of beauty made her through plastic surgery. She marries the 
surgeon —- and eventually is forced to chose between him and her lover, in an acci- 
dent in which only one can be saved. She chooses her husband — her beauty depends 
on him and she dares not risk it. A horror theme, well handled, and an absorbingly 


interesting study of a changing personality. $2.00 
July 28 
Paul, Louis EMMA Doubleday, Doran 


A success story, complicated by the oft repeated problem of the effect of 
a woman's success on matrimony. The story spans depression years and is a bit far- 
fetched in tracing the career of a woman who leaves her "dolls-—house” to buck the 
unemployment bogy, Sinks to the level of a night on a park bench, and then manages 
to climb to spectacular success - with considerable financial boosting - as the 
owner of a chain of coffee shops. Then she turns her attention to her discarded mar- 
riage only to find the roots destroyed, and the husband a bum. His rehabilitation 
is almost as unconvincing as hers. A strange story from the author of The Pumpkin 
Coach. Might appeal to those who liked Imitation of Life (Hurst). $2.50 


Received Too Late for Inclusion in April Bulletins 
May 15 
Willson, Anthony CAT'S EYE Barrows Mussey 


A spy story, even more incredible than most - war background of secret 
service work for Germany from 1917 ~- 1918 - a romance between co-workers - separa— 


tion and reunion after eighteen years. Sloppily and cheaply written ~- unmotivated. 
$2.00 


Marshall, Marguerite Mooers NOT IN OUR STARS Messner 


Human interest stuff, not badly handled but a bit overdone. The story of 
a woman who has had her faith destroyed and who goes to the New Hampshire country- 
side where simple living salves the wound, and a child completes the cure. It is a 
sure-fire pattern, with a certain type of rental library readers. $2.00 
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MYSTERIES, THRILLERS AND WESTERNS 


June 1 
Masterman, Walter S. THE BORDERLINE Dutton 


A mystery horror story, in which the hand of a dead man controls the fate 
of the living. A triangle - doctor - wife ~ lover - precipitates an experiment 
which the doctor makes on his wife's unborn child. He dies before the experiment 
is completed, with tragic results. Well-sustained, but not strictly for mystery 
fans. $2.00 


June il 


Ashe, Nicholas PREFACE TO A KILLING Macaulay 


So-so... A night club owner's mistress, waiting to kill her lover, re- 
constructs their life together from London small-time to New York big-time, and 
the gradual growth of distrust of his methods and awakening to his final perfidy, 


A police inspector saves her from the projected murder - and solves her future. 
$2.00 


Jene1 Tub, b 
Bortner, Norman Stanley DEATH OF A MERCHANT OF DEATH Macrae Smith 


Plenty of action in a story of the death of a munitions king on the night 
of an opening of an anti-war play in Baltimore. Through the dogged determination 


of Professor Wells an innocent man is vindicated and the real criminals apprehended. 
$2.00 


June 15 


Cole, G.D.H & M. THE BROTHERS SACKVILLE Macmillan 


Painstaking investigation of the death of a wealthy recluse, and a young 
Scotland Yard man almost comes a cropper over a dual identity problem. Guessable 


but neatly worked out - save for overplay of the long arm of coincidence, $2.00 SU 
July 1 
Reed, Harlan THE CASE OF THE CRAWLING COCKROACH Dutton 


Only fair yarn, having to do with the murder of an unpleasant man aboard 
ship bound from the Orient to Seattle. A private detective on a drinking holiday 


insults people to get their secrets - and solves the mystery. $2.00 
July 7 
Robertson, Frank C. THE OUTLAW OF ANTLER Dutton 


A Western, in which revenge motivates the plot. A boy, trained to get 
the man who ruined his father, falls in love with his enemy's daughter. At last - 
after rousing the countryside to action - he clears his name and wins the girl. 
Only average. $2.00 


July 9 
Davis, Tech FULL FARE FOR A CORPSE Doubleday, Doran 


An eastbound transcontinental train, marooned by a snowstorm, complete— 
ly isolated from the world, is the scene for a series of strange happenings and a 
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semi-professional investigator, Nash, eventually unravels the tangle. Good setting 
for unpredictable events. $2.00 








July 9 
King, Rufus CRIME OF VIOLENCE Doubleday, Doran 


July Crime Club choice. Lieutenant Valcour, slick as ever, turns a Long 
Island estate inside out in solving two murders, and disports himself in his usual 
wily way. $2.00 


July 13 y 


Jones, Jennifer MURDER ~- ON — HUDSON Crowell 


Likable though not over-exciting nor over-—baffling... Spinster Daisy Jane 
Mott, realtor of upper New York, happens on a body which then disappears, and brings 
on herself the laughter of town and police. She turns the tables when the body is 
rediscovered, and sets to work to unearth the story back of a long terrorization, 
$2.00 


July 23 
Hayes, William Edward BEFORE THE COCK CROWED Doubleday, Doran 


Sad-faced Mr. Halstead is confronted with a houseful of weekend guests 
r when he is called in to solve the murder of the host, a most unpleasant character. 
The local police butt in - but another murder and a game cock clinch Mr. Halstead's 
case, and he finds romance entering his own life... Virginia background, $2.00 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Won Fiction 


Note: The group covered this time include a scattering of late arrivals from a num- 
ber of smaller publishers not regularly included. We felt, that in spite of their 
lateness, they should be reported for your information, in case you receive inquiries. 


Pub lished 


Griffith, Mary S. GARDENING ON NOTHING A YEAR Hale, Cushman & Flint 


Not for the novice but utterly delightful for anyone with a smattering of 
knowledge. Amusins reading - practical - keyed to the flattened pocket-book, par- 
ticularly those who had their Sardens when the depression caught them short. Not 
for those with "nothing a year" and no nucleus of garden. With her own experience 
as a basis, Mrs. Griffith takes various types of gardens, a converted vegetable gar- 
den, a rock garden, terrace borders, etc. The consistent use of botanical names is 
good discipline for the initiate but demands a bit of Sropin3 on the part of others. 
I found it the type of book that called for constant note jottin; on the back pages - 
subjects and page references for future application. Sure test - for me - of prac- 
tical value. Foreword by Lovise Beebe Wilder. Charming photographs and line 


‘@ sketches. 


Pond, Irving Ke 
An architect describes circus acts from the artistic angle, explaining 
the hows and whys of acrobatic acts, his personal conversations with performers. 


For circus fans - a bit adult for under teen ase - not infectiously enthusiastic. 
$2.00 


$1.75 


BIG TOP RHYTHMS Willett Clark & Co. 
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May 10 
Citrine, Sir Walter I SEARCH FOR TRUTH IN RUSSIA Dutton 


This is a thoroughly rewarding book for those who are still open-minded on 
the subject of Russia. Not facetious as was Carveth Wells' Kapoot, but none the less 
the findings are much the same. The author and his wife visited Russia, determined 
to seek and find the truth. They went beyond the limitations imposed by the tourist 
agencies, got into some hot water, but managed, by hook or crook, to get on the in- 
side of the situations as to housing conditions, wages, work periods, organization, 
etc., within industrial plants, reaction of peasants to regimentation, education, 
health measures, cultural and social and economic facets of life. In general he 
reached the conclusion that Russia was far behind most of the so-called civilized 
world, and could not prove her claims, BUT that, compared with her own conditions 
prior to the Revolution, her progress was astounding. As leader of the British Trade 
Union movement, his opinion on allied matters of special significance. A fair pre- 
sentation, which should prove a valuable addition to the Russian shelves for reference 
and reading. Definitely worthwhile. Illustrated. $3.00 


Becker, S. William, M.D. 10,000,000 AMERICANS HAVE IT Lippincott 


The subject - syphilis - a direct informative book for the layman, treating 
a problem that deserves social as well as medical attention. Leaves manyunanswered 
questions but a fairly comprehensive study of the disease. History - diagnosis - 
various manifestations — treatment - cure. Chapters on preventive measures limited 


by the type. Fallacies extant, difficulty of identification and diagnosis, even by 
Wassermann tests. An unpalatable book to place, but deserves the effort through 


importance of its content. Compare shortly with the Parran book to be published by 


Reynal & Hitchcock. (Not yet available). Call to the attention of health agencies. 
$1.35 


MacKenzie, Findlay, ed. PLANNED SOCIETY Prentice Hall 


A symposium on social and economic change with a foreword by Lewis Mumford. 
Thirty-five sociologists, economists and statesmen make their contribution to a 
forceful presentation of various aspects of the crying need for a recognition of the 
imperative emergency demanding a "planned society". The extent to which we have 
progressed is accepted, but further reaches are indicated, in fields of social and 
economic, political and governmental welfare. The approach is sane but far-sighted 
enough to merit ~ from conservatives ~ the charge of radicalism. Agriculture, use 
of land and water, housing, labor relations, public service, power, prices, fiscal 
system, consumer interests, society, culture, philosophy, etc. etc. The question 
is posed as to whether Communism and Fascism can be avoided by an acceptance of the 
end of unrestricted economic individualism and the regulation of the modern phase 
of capitalism? A challenging study ~- for all interested in the subject. Thoroughly 


worthwhile from angle of serious study groups, etc. $5.00 


Culbertson, Ely JO—JOTTE Winston 


Here's a book you will have to stock. It is being launched with extensive 
newspaper and radio publicity. 4000 Culbertson teachers are being certified to teach 
it. New card decks are being issued. Articles on the game are appearing in various 
magazines. Clubs are taking it up. The publishers are getting behind it and the 
Culbertson name should carry great weight... We cannot agree with all the claims 
made for the game itself. It cannot be digested in 20 minutes. It is a compound 
of some features of bridge and pinochle, having as primary elements, trumps, bidding, 
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melding, trick taking, all entail some complexities. The rules of the game are set 
down - the fine points are discussed ~ actual hands are worked out. A two-handed 
game, a short and fast game, with enough high scoring to interest those who like 
that aspect of it. Watch the trend. Two-handed games usually appeal primarily to 
older people, who are not easily rushed into new things. But a good two-handed 
game is needed - maybe this is the answer. $1.00 


Johnson, J. Rosamund, ed. ROLLING ALONG IN SONG Viking 


The Johnson brothers made their reputation in Tin Pan Alley. There have 
been some collections of Negro spirituals for which they were responsible. Now 
comes a collection that suppldments others on the market, since it includes some 
new old favorites, a great many familiar chiefly to those who know a wide range of 
Negro music, chanties, street calls, and songs associated with various fields of 
activity, as well as with chain gangs, jails, etc. Important contribution to folk 
music. The musical arrangements demand voice and accompaniment. Attractively pro-~ 
duced. $3.50 


May 12 
Prioleau, John THE MOTORIST'S COMPANION Dutton 


A worthwhile handbook for anyone planning a motor trip abroad. Travel 
by car through the British Isles and on the Continent - main roads and byroads - 
what type of road and scenery to seek. Not a where to go and what to see book, but 
generally informative in planning a trip to make it cover the most interesting sec- 
tions. Chapters on the cars of yesterday; the purchase and care of a car (not ese 
sential for Americans), eating, drinking and sleeping on the trip; packing; good 
driving; technical terms in six languages; calendar of auto events. Well written, 
helpful, sound. Fifty illustrations andeni paper maps. $2.00 


Hall, Leland LISTENER'S MUSIC Harcourt, Brace 


Quite a different approach towards appreciation of music for those with 
no technical or theoretical musical background, explaining what your ear receives, 
movement, speed and tempo, rhythm, melody, tunes and tones, harmony, chords, har~ 
monic movement, styles and forms of music, differences between early music and 
modern. Simple to understand, no musical scores to follow, but a comparison of 
passages from various types of music to illustrate the differences you hear. Def- 


initely a contribution for those who have no personal musical background. $2.00 
May 14 
Feinestein, Isidor THE COURT DISPOSES Covici, Friede 


Here's a book that is frankly and unashamedly anti-court, anti-mumbo-jumbo 
of constitution workship - pro the president's method of approaching the subject — 
and yet not in any sense a political or partisan approach. He uses enough of past’ 
and present history to sustain his contention that the change must be made if we are 
to have any progress in social legislation, and that the increase of number to insure 
a liberal viewpoint is merely the first step in the necessary restrictions on the 
Lots of holes in his argument, but a book that pro-court 


court's prerogatives. 
$1.00 


plan people will find very helpful. 
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May 17 
Achelis, Elisabeth THE WORLD CALENDAR Putnam 


Collection of addresses and papers related to the subject of the world 
calendar which comes up for attention in two important world conferences this year. 
The plan is presented, its various aspects discussed, the arguments of sundry groups 
opposing it met, and the progress outlined. The hope is expressed that the general 
public will discuss the details of the plan and express their approval to back those 
advocating it. The movement is much further advanced than one on the outside would 
be apt to know. A book for a very limited market,from the bookshop's angle. $2.00 


May 19 


Baron, Salo Wittmayer A SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS HISTORY OF THE JEWS Columbia 
University Press 


An important addition to a rapidly growing literature dealing with Jewish 
history and the Jewish problem. The present three volume work gives a clearcut sur- 
vey of Jewish history from Ancient Israel down to the Restoration of the Temple, from 
Alexander's reign to the rise of Mohammed and on to the 17th century. The final 
chapters deal with modern Jewish history, - the emancipation, the new nationalism and 
the tragic exile. Throughout the book the historical significance of Judaism is con- 
trasted with religions of nature. The growth and life of Judaism and the social and 
economic life of the Jew make an extensive canvas against which Professor Baron has 
painted the tragic and far-reaching changes in this ancient race and their struggle 
for survival. Once again they face terror and cruelty without, - atheism, agnosticism, 
indifference within their ranks. An eternal people — eternal problems. Intensely 
interesting and challenging in presentation - more popularly written than the more 
compact Roth history. It deserves a wider market than its length and price would in- 
dicate likely. Vol. I & II (constituting the text proper) Each $3.75. Vol. III (Notes - 


Index, etc.) $4.00 
May 20 


Hartley, Livingston IS AMERICA AFRAID? Prentice Hall 
A New Foreign Policy for the U.S. 


Long range national self-protection, designed to meet prevailing conditions 
and to achieve the end - international democracy - and avoid the threat of inter- 
national autocracy. The author approaches the subject from various angles, tracing 
our history in relation to foreign policy, showing our connection with Europe's 
problem and Asia's, and the double threat east and west. He advocates a more posi- 
tive and comprehensive policy than our present one, military and naval expansion to 
back our national strength, peacefully if possibly, internal measures to make us a 
more efficient and aware unit in world affairs, measures to strength those who stand 
for international democracy everywhere, cooperation and collaboration and as near an 
approach to League support as we can come. He grants our selfish isolation policy 
but tries to prove that, even for self-interest, we must rouse ourselves to accept— 
ance of the need for a new policy. Interesting and challenging - but not likely to 
reach a wide market. $2.50 


May 29 


Krauch, Elsa A MIND RESTORED Putnam, Minton,Balch 
The Story of Jim Curran 


This differs from the Henry Collins Brown book in that it is an account of 
the experience a manic depressive went through in two private institutions and one 
public institution, and is clearly a defense of public institutions and an expose of 
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the dangers and limitations of private sanitariums. An average man — not a public 
figure like William Seabrook ~ reviews his life, following the process demanded by 
the psychiatrists, tracing the disrupting influences to their sources, and indicat- 
ing the progress of the mental disease from indifference to a state of apathy with 
attendant suicidal tendencies. In each case with the private institutions he re- 
turned to the world too soon. Finally, he committed himself voluntarily to a state 
institution, remained there two years, reached a gradual comprehension of his own 
case, and came back slowly to normal life. He offers constructive criticism, but 

in the main has highest praise for the state institution. The Seabrook introduction 
vouches for the soundness and authenticity of the facts and the need for the material. 


$2. 50 
June 21 
Neuberger, Richard L. & INTEGRITY: Vanguard 
Kahn, Stephen B. The Life of George W. Norris 


Fifty years in politics in this conscientious and surprisingly readable 
story of the life of Senator Norris. A success story on the Lincoln pattern - a self- 
made man, rising from humble beginnings to the highest political honor his state - 
Nebraska — can pay him, He entered Congress as a staunch Republican, became gradually 
more liberal, and is now an independent. He has been interested in governmental and 
political reform rather than social problems. He has stood opposed to war. He has 
backed the policy of taxing wealth, elimination of private ownership of public util- 
ities. Not a psychological or modern treatment, but straightforward, laudatory, 
Sympathetic and thoroughly American. Much more interesting than the average political 
biography. $3.00 


June 24 


Reitman, Dr. Ben L. as told to SISTER OF THE ROAD Macaulay 
The Autobiography of Box Car Bertha 


One might think Box Car Bertha,twin sister of John Worby, so closely does 
this book parallel his in its cheap sensationalism, shoddy anecdotes of people seen 
and known, acquaintance with whores, dope addicts, thieves, derelicts. One of four 
illegitimate children, at an early age she begins living with a round of bums, pseduo~ 
intellectual radicals, murderers, thieves. Eventually, she takes on a pimp and be- 
comes a prostitute. A raid and prison examination reveals her pregnant and the 
victim of gonorrhea and syphilis. 'Nough said ~ badly written - half-baked attempt 


at hobo philosophy and the cheap credo of the "natural life". Pass up. $2.50 
June 29 
Pearson, Henry Greenleaf RICHARD COCKBURN MACLAURIN Macmillan 


President of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology 


From a New Zealand boyhood to the presidency of the Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology, Richard Cockburn Maclaurin made an enviable place for himself in a 
life crowded with ideals sustained, worthy ambitions realized. A brilliant student 
from childhood, refusing to be hampered by ill health, he won through to eminence 

in the field of mathematics, made a notable beginning in law, was chosen professor 

of the new university in New Zealand, was summoned to a professorship at Columbia - 
and spent the last years of his life as president of "Tech" — adored by graduates 

and undergraduates alike. This is primarily a book for Boston and environs —- for 
those interested in educational history — and for alumni of those memorable years - 
1909-1920. Not an inspired but an adequate book so far as it goes, $3.00 
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Porteus, S. D. PRIMITIVE ENVIRONMENT AND INTRLLIGENCE Macmillan 





A scientist gives vitality and a sense of adventure to an account of his 
research investigations into the environment and intelligence of primitives of Aus- 
tralia and African bushmens Much of the material is primarily of interest to scien- 
tists - ethnologists and such - but there are whole sections that are grand reading 
for the layman, accounts of his personal experiences in remote districts, facing 
danger, discomfort and the unknown for the sake of his goal, and making friends of 
the natives he had come so far to study. The title gives no idea of the vitality of 
the subject. It deserves a wider market than the reference shelves of libraries and 


colleges. $3.00 
































July 9 
Kellett, E.E. THE STORY OF DICTATORSHIP Dutton 


The history of despotism through the centuries, from Biblical days to the 
present, with Russia, Italy, Germany and Austria as his finale. He presents his 
facts to support his argument that there was never a good dictgtorship - or tyranny 
as he prefers - because dictatorship itself would ruin 4a good man - despotism corrupts 
the despot. He marvels at the delay in tyrants emerging, following the last war. 
And he urges an awakened consciousness and a guarding against the danger elsewhere. 


His viewpoint is distinctly English. $1.75 
July 9-9 
) Bemelmans, Ludwig MY WAR WITH THE UNITED STATES Viking 
** An utterly delicious book, original, refreshing, amusing, naive and reveal- 


ing. Bemelmans, known chiefly through his delightful children's books, here tells 
the story of his youthful war service, this side the Atlantic. An Austrian, homesick 
for his beloved Tyrol, he served in the U. S. Army - chiefly in Northern New York, as 
a private in a military hospital, in an Insane Hospital, where he battled with his 
own fear of madness, and finally as student in an Atlanta training camp. His unfa- 
miliarity with the language, his mixed impression of German vs. American disciplinary 
measures, his amusing adventures and misadventures, his refreshing commentaries on 
events and people, his final achievement in disarming the suspicions of the author- 
ities by his story of the elephant cutlet, combine to make this the sort of unclas- 
sifiable tour de force that made The Young Visitors and The Circus of Dr. Lao and 
others equally unrelated, into best sellers. "Discover" it for yourselves - pass it 
on to someone who will share your enthusiasm and appreciation, and help make it one 
of those books that snowball success. It's absolutely a "word-of-mouth" chance for 
sales. Go to it... (This belongs up front with DISCOVERIES - sorry it came in at the 


A 


last moment and didn't get read in time). Qviur dy Quthor $2.50 





Another Late Comer - June 2 


Jones, F. Elwyn HITLER'S DRIVE TO THE EAST Dutton 


There's dynamite here. A short book packed with cold blooded facts, ob-— 
jectively presented, touching the high spots of the strangle hold Nazi Germany is 
laying upon southeastern Europe. Through credit entanglements, trade involvements, 

x bribery and corruption of officials, control of the press, insidious planting of 
agents to spread the Nazi creed, political and economic slavery, fear, torture, 
Germany is gradually breaking down morale and tightening her hold. A plea for 


British intervention to unite the elements in Europe for peace and democracy. 
$1.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 

Deutsch, A, - THE MENTALLY ILL IN AMERICA (Doubleday, Doran) from 5/14 
| . to 5/28 117 

O'Brien, E.J. ~ THE BEST SHORT STORIES 1937 (Houghton Mifflin) from 5/18 
to 5/25 163 
Bradley, A. - THE ALICE BRADLEY MENU-COOK-BOOK (Macmillan) from 5/25 to 6/1 149 
Hall, D.J. ~ PERILOUS SANCTUARY (Macmillan) from 6/15 to 6/22 183 

Brady, R.A. ~- THE SPIRIT AND STRUCTURE OF GERMAN FASCISM (Viking) from 5/24 

to 6/7 189 
Skinner, R.D,. ~- SEVEN KINDS OF INFLATION (Whittlesey) from $2.00 to $2.50 190 

THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - JUNE 15ST TO JUNE 15TH 
June ist — Deeping, W. — BLIND MAN'S YEAR (Knopf) 179 
Jacob, Naomi-TIME PIECE (Macmillan) 182 
June 3 ~ Hendrick, Burton J. ~- BULWARK OF THE REPUBLIC (Little Brown) 180 
June 7 ~ Coffin, R.P.T. — KENNEBEC (Farrar & Rinehart) 172 
Wheatley, Vera - NO STEPPING BACKWARD (Dutton) 183 
June 9 ~ Duffus, R.L. — NIGHT BETWEEN THE RIVERS (Macmillan) 203 
June 10 - Keyes, Frances Parkinson - CAPITAL KALEIDOSCOPE (Harper) 172 

sig 
June 11 - Eberhart, M.C. -— THE PATTERN (Doubleday Doran) 143 
Heyer, Georgette - THE TALISMAN RING - (Doubleday Doran) 143 
Wells, H.G. - STAR BEGOTTEN (Viking) 202 
. Tel July Bott . 

June 14 Halt. K. -\ NORTHWEST PASSAGE (Doubleday Doran) 124 


183 
- Woodrooffe, T. -— YANCTZE SKIPPER (Sheridan House) 
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BU Lies 


Virgina Kirkus Rachnannnini at Servic 39 Hast 51st Street 





AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE 


By way of reminder and definition:- The reports contained in these bulletins are 
divided from the angle of probable - or possible - market. The section MUST BOOKS 
indicates those books with a readymade market, either because of the author's pre- 
vious sales record, established clientele, or particular timeliness. Or because of 
some special type of promotion and backing which insures a wide distribution and a 
quick demand. Both fiction and non-fiction are included under this head. Frequently, 
a book is included which is a MUST BOOK for rental libraries, department stores, pub- 
lic libraries, but which the selective list of a personal bookshop might pass over, 

A new Temple Bailey, a new Kathleen Norris, for instance. The reports within this 
section are qualified by starring - one, two or three stars ~ for merit. Omission 
of any such marking indicates that the MUST BOOK rating is made, in spite of the 
quality of the individual title. 


Following this section, we occasionally include an outstanding "dark horse” in which 
we have particular faith. A "discovery" which we feel would repay the enthusiastic 
backing of our clients. Then a paragraph simply calling special attention to good 
bets, in the subsequent sections. 


P ] The rank and file of reports come under the heading, PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction, 
and PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS — Non-Fiction. Mystertes, Westerns and Thrillers are re- 
ported in a section by themselves, briefly. And throughout these three classifica— 
tions, the starring for books of special merit is used. 


JUVENILES are included in all issues from June ist to Children's Book Week in Novem— 
ber, and on October ist a classified index of all juveniles already reported is given 
as a check for the shops which concentrate their juvenile purchases in the Fall. The 
special supplements on Foreign Books, on Sporting Books, Religious Books and Garden- 
ing Books will be spaced according to seasonal demand through the balance of the year. 


The schedule of date changes, price changes, etc. is included in every issue, and it 
is important to transfer these changes to the pages of the back bulletins, so that 
you will have an accurate record in so far as we can make it so. The calendar of 
high spot books in process of shipping makes a quick reminder list for buyers to re- 
fer to their staff, and the page references give staff members an opportunity to in- 
sure themselves some knowledge of the appeal of books they will shortly have to sell. 
It also gives a chance for laying plans for mail order and telephone sales and plus 


business. 


The indexes are planned to insure your using: the service to best advantage. No ser- 
vice works unless it is used. No service which cannot be easily used and constantly 
referred to,gives its best to the subscriber. Keeping the indexes up to date insures 
this. It facilitates quick reference on the part of the buyer when calls of pub- 
lishers' representatives are imminent. It enables subsequent adjustment of orders if 
the reports are later than the travellers. It enables the floor staff or the infor- 
= mation desk to use the reports with customers, or for their own information. A few 
minutes set aside as soon as the bulletins are received for transferring the indexes 
to the key sheets makes this step a simple one. IF the indexes accumulate, the use 
of the service is limited to the buyer, and its value halved. With this issue, new 
publishing seasons open. Make up your mind that your index sheets will be up to date - 
and get every ounce of value out of your investment. We do our share —- please do yours. 
















































